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“ If they can’t 
learn the way we 
teach.. 

 

We teach the 
way they learn..” 

 

Scan & Assess, School Improvement & all things pedagogy … 
 
Week two of this term saw the school participate in a Scan & 
Assess review of our school’s curriculum & pedagogical  
processes conducted by the Assistant Regional Director and a 
panel of experts from North Coast Region. This was an  
opportunity for the Teaching & Learning HOD, the three Deputy 
Principals & myself to showcase our school’s explicit  
improvement around curriculum & pedagogy, focusing  
predominantly on four guiding questions: 
 
 How are all students engaged and improving in their  
        learning?  
 How do we know and monitor our impact?  
 What can we do better? 
 How are we sharing our learning? 
The panel were suitably impressed, affirming numerous key  
celebrations of success that we could share with staff,  
including: 
 A strong aligned & systematic curriculum delivery 
 Strong processes of planning for, teaching, assessing,  
 moderating & reporting on students with highly  
 individualised curriculum needs &  
 The communication data to track & inform these processes. 
 
As a result of the review the school has been invited to join a 
select cluster of schools for a regional project focusing on 
whole-school & inter-school moderation processes. Something 
the team is extremely excited about, know the positive impact & 
benefit it will have for our students in the classroom. 
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From Our Principal..  
Murray Bowman… Cont... 

 

 

 
  

 

 
Semester 2 Key Celebrations: 

 NAIDOC week 
 Chappy’s DiscoFit 
 Under 8s day & 100 days of school celebrations 
 Winter solstice day – (seniors) 
 Ugly sweater Day – Christmas in July 
 Interschool sport for Seniors 
 Work experience events 
 Feeder Primary school visits  
 Professional learning opportunities for staff – through the collegial visits of staff from 

other schools 
 Chappy bake day 
 Pine Rivers Show excursions 
 Excursions; Bushwalking – Mt Mee 
 Sports Day 

 
Semester 2 Staffing Changes: 
Since the beginning of the semester the school has welcomed our two new Deputy Principals; 
Elizabeth Linklater-Steele & Katrina Wilson. Elizabeth has become our Early Years Deputy 
Principal & Katrina has taken over the reins as the Deputy Principal responsible for the  
Primary sector. Hitting the ground running, both Elizabeth & Katrina have already brought 
their wealth of special school knowledge & experience to the fray, supporting teachers &  
students in classes, further developing consistent processes & procedures and engaging in 
multiple parental communication opportunities – all in a bid to better support & enhance the 
teaching & learning opportunities of students. 
 
In recent weeks the school has also farewelled Carrie Gossow … (well temporarily at this 
stage). Carrie has been provided with the wonderful opportunity of an Acting Deputy Principal 
position at Nambour Special School for the remainder of the year. 
 
The holiday period hasn’t provided schools with any relief from COVID or this year’s dreaded 
cold & flu season. Staffing absences & shortages across the entire educational community 
continue to impact on schools & classes., resulting in continued class redistributions and 
teacher / teacher aide changes. Please be assured that the combining of any classes or  
redistribution of students to other classes with different staff is a last resort & not a  
decision the school takes lightly, but one that is often necessary to keep the school safe, 
open & functioning on a daily basis. In conjunction with the P&C the school is working through 
a process where some of this communication can be more easily coveyed to parents on a daily 
basis. Watch this space … 
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Latest News From Early Years.. 
Liz Linklater - Steele. 
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     makes us grumpy, 

lethargic and mostly no fun to be around. Sleep problems in     

      

     

Sleep researcher and psychologist Dr Sarah Blunden, from the Centre for Sleep 

Research at the University of South Australia, told a psychology conference in  

Melbourne (2010) that sleep problems which can be medical or behavioural can 

affect memory, attention, thinking ability and behaviour. 

For children there are also studies that link bed wetting with sleep problems. 

Behavioural sleep problems can include difficulty falling or staying asleep, resisting 

going to bed, changing sleep hours (like teenagers do), and  

getting out of bed during the night. 

So, what is enough sleep? 

 

• Toddlers need 12-
14 hours sleep 
daily 

 

• Primary school 
kids 10-12 hours. 

 

• Adolescents need 
about 8½ to 9½ 
hours of sleep per 
night. 

 

The most common cause of medical sleep problems is snoring and  
        terrors, periodic 

limb movement disorder or restless leg syndrome and     
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    “Yes We Can..” 
  ..News & Events.. 

Primary Sector Update.. 
Katrina Wilson. 

 
 

Introduction – Katrina Wilson (A/Deputy Principal) 

A big thank you to the students, parents and staff for welcoming me with open arms to Pine Riv-
ers Special School.  I have 20 years of Special Education experience and am thoroughly enjoying 
being back in a special school setting.  I am usually at the parent gate each morning and after-
noon and am loving this opportunity to get to know students and families of Pine Rivers.  For 
those parents who I haven’t met me yet, I look forward to meeting you soon!  If ever you need to 
contact me my email address is kwils287@eq.edu.au or you can call the office.  Pop along to Book 
Week parade, would love to see you there!   

The teachers and support staff at Pine Rivers Special School are committed to learning every 
day.  Students are learning from the moment they arrive, whether it is communication, curricu-
lum or personal learning goals, every day counts.   

 

 

mailto:kwils287@eq.edu.au
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    “Yes We Can..” 
  ..News & Events.. 

Primary Sector Update.. 
Katrina Wilson Cont. 

 

What’s Happening in Year 3 

Maths – Students are engaging in play based, hands on learning that incorporates 
real world experiences.  We are using the language of location and exploring  
addition and subtraction. 
 
English - We are communicating about persuasive stories. Students are  
supported to express likes and dislikes and to make connections to their personal 
experiences. 
 
Science- We are doing investigations about liquids and solids. Students are  
supported to communicate and reflect on observations.  
 
HASS – We are exploring familiar places and their features at a local scale and 
suggesting ways to care for them. 
 
Digital Technologies- We are recognising and exploring digital systems and their 
purpose. 
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Primary Sector Update.. 

Katrina Wilson Cont. 

What’s Happening in Year 4/5 

 

Math 

Students are learning number recognition, addition 
and subtraction in Math.  The students are very 
interested in location and mapping and they  

exploring this through real life activities.  

 

English 

Students are looking at persuasive texts and  

identifying what they like and dislike and how they 
can  

persuade people to see their point of view.      

 

Science  

Students are learning about how people and  

   natural events impact the  

   environment. 

 

HASS  

We are looking at natural disasters; bushfires, 
floods, drought and cyclones.   
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  ..News & Events.. 

Primary Sector Update.. 

Katrina Wilson Cont. 

 

 What’s Happening 
in Music with  

Asako 
 

In Music this term, Primary  
students have been exploring 
the Indigenous music of  
Australia.  
Students have been singing,  
dancing and playing instruments 
to songs from the Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander  
cultures. Students have been 
enjoying exploring traditional 
songs such as “Taba Naba” and 
“Inanay” as well as more  
contemporary songs like  
“Feel the Fire” - a powerful 
song about cultural connection. 
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Secondary Sector Update.. 

Kelly Enstone. 
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    “Yes We Can..” 
  ..News & Events.. 

Parents & Citizens Association News Semester 

                prsspandcassociation@gmail.com 

 

The P&C are currently planning all our Semester 2 activities. 

The Father’s Day Stall will be held on Monday 29
th
 August to ensure all the students 

can attend. There is a great variety of gifts available including socks, 
shower kits, travel mugs, China mugs, stubby coolers, photo frames, 
tool kits and BBQ items, for Dads, Grandpas, Uncles and Carers.  

 

Our term 3 Tuckshop is McDonalds on Thursday 15
th
 September. 

After feedback from the community the students (and staff) are 
available to order Happy Meals or Small Meals. You can also order 
just a Happy Meal toy for the students that cannot eat McDonalds. 
Paper forms and payment are due back Monday 5

th
 September, or 

you can order online.  

 

Our online uniform shop is always open. We still take paper forms 
and payment but offer online for convenience. 

ONLINE STORE – Uniform and Tuckshop https://pine-rivers-special-pc-
association.square.site/ 

 

We are also in the process of organising our  Christmas Stall, Christmas MEGA 
Raffle and EOY Christmas celebrations. Please contact us via Facebook or email if 
you can volunteer some time. 

Our general meetings are held at 6pm on the first Wednesday of the month in the 
school term. The next meeting is Wednesday 7

th
 September. Join us for our next 

meeting and you can meet other parents, members of staff, local members and our 
fabulous Chappy. You will hear from our Principal who provides school updates, and  
you can be involved in decisions for our students. We would really love to welcome 
new members and see some new faces. 

 

We also need volunteers to help with the Father’s Day Stall and Tuckshop Day. If 
you can spare some time on either of these days, please message us on Facebook 
or send us an email –  prsspandcassociation@gmail.com.au | https://
www.facebook.com/prsspandc  

https://pine-rivers-special-pc-association.square.site/
https://pine-rivers-special-pc-association.square.site/
mailto:prsspandcassociation@gmail.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/prsspandc
https://www.facebook.com/prsspandc
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    “Yes We Can..” 
  ..News & Events.. 

Positions Vacant.. 

 

• A School Crossing Supervisor must be able to work in all-weather 
conditions, 

• Up to 1 hour and 30 mins per day – on a rotational basis 

• Relief opportunities on your rostered days off. 

Pay Rate $32.68 per hour. 

 

Commencement of employment for the successful applicant is de-
pendent on: 

 

• The favourable outcome of a health assessment. 

• A Positive Notice Blue Card (you do not need to have a blue card to 
apply for the position.) 

 

Applications are available from the School Administration. 
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    “Yes We Can..” 
  ..News & Events.. 

Important Dates to Remember.. 

 

 Friday 19th of August - Chappy Bake Day. 

 Wednesday 24th of August - Chaplaincy fundraising dinner. 

 Week 7 from Monday the 22nd to Friday the 26th of August - Book Week - Dreaming with eyes open. 

 Monday29th of August - Pajama day. 

 Monday 29th of August - Father’s day stall. 

 Thursday 15th of September - Tuckshop McDonalds.  

 Tuesday 30th  of August to Thursday 1st of September - Year 8-10 Camp. 

 Friday 2nd of September Student free day. 

 Monday 5th of September to Friday 9th of September - Early Year Swimming lessons. 

 Wednesday 14th of September - Gold Pass Day. 

 Monday 17th of September to the 3rd of October - School Holiday. 

 Tuesday 4th of October - Tern 4 begins. 

 Friday 18th of November - Year 12 Formal. 

 

  

 


